From the lens of a camera: Scenes of Covid-19 in Baltimore

By Ursela V. Batle

Throughout the city and all aver the
world, we have seen the many images of
COVID-19. They include people wear-
ing masks, people standing six feet
apart, and seeing signs on business doors
that read 'Closed” or *Only 2 customers
allowed at a time.” James Trudeau, o
research technician, and phlebotomist at
Johns Hopkins University has captured
such moments in time with his NIKON
DRO0 camera.

“1 started taking photos, beeause whnt
was happening nround the pandemic was
a big piece in not only our country’s his-
tory, but Baltimore's history,” said
Trudeaw, “At Hopkins, | am in the heart
of the city. Right now. there’s cmptiness
along Monument Street where the hospi-
tal is located. The empliness is what
originally caught my eye. Seeing indi-
viduals with masks and standing apart is
what started me on this journey.”

Trudeau's project is called Scenes of
Covid-19 in Bultimore. His imnges have
made it onto the big sercen— billboard
sereens that is, Shanklin Media is dis-
playing his images on their digital nd-
vertising outdoor billbourds near Penn
Station.

“[ initinlly reached out 10 Shanklin
Media never thinking they would re-
spond back,” reealled Trideaw. “To see
my images up there is breathtaking.™

Trudeau, 31, a professional photogr-
pher says his passion for photography
began when his father gave him his first
Nikon 35 mm camer when he was a
child. In 2014, he began his professional
photography business, He photographs
weddings, corporate events, fashion
shoots, maternity sessions, lifestyle/new-
born/family sessions and real estate. He
wan first place in the 2016 Maryland
State Fair in the landscape section of
photography. He is a resident of Balti-
more County and has a wife and two
daughters.

“Being a father and healtheare worker
in this pundemic, 1 am frying to capture
this part of our history,” said Trudeau
who is working as a data collector ona
COVID-19 research stucy. “Most of this
history is depressing. Hopefully, people
will look at these photos and see this is

Shankiin Media is displaying James Trudeauw’s images about COVID-19 an their
digital advertiving ewtdoor biltboards near Penn Station in Baltimore City.
Courtesy Photo/James Trudeau

where we were during this time-period.
Someone told me the photos look apoca-
lyptic. Unfortunately, | never thought
there would be a time when you couldn’t
go to o bar or hug your best friend.”

Trudeau says he arrives home from
work cach doy and undresses at the front
door.

“My daughters are being home-
schooled. Iy to capiure all the views of
this pandemic. I caught a photo of my
scrubs on the washing machine with the
sunitizer, My biggest [ear is bringing
something home to my family,”

The Mussachusetts native has lived in

Baltimore for 15 years, He talked about
what “grabs his eye,” and ultimately
prampts him to “grab his camera,”

“I have my eamera everywhere | go,”
he said. “The subject person, an environ-
ment and what they are doing will get
my attention. One day, | circled around a
block to talk to a man. He was an older
entleman at a street cormner sitting on a
bieyele. He was wearing a nice leather
Jocket, hat, and a mask, When I ap-
proached him, 1 told him what [ was
doing, and asked if | could take a photo
for my project. He said, ‘sure, why not,”

“1 asked the man how COVID-19 was

Jumes Trudeau, a research technician,
amd philebotomist at Jofins Hopkins
University, is the phatographer behind
Seenes of Covid-19 in Baltmore.
Courtesy Photo/James Trodeau

impacting him. He said he had to ride
his bicycle to get to the convenience
store, and to pick up his prescriptions,”

He reflected on another encounter with
a man named ‘Rudy.”

“He wore a mask, sitting in his wheel-
chair on the corner of Monument and
North Patterson Park. After getting his
consent o photograph him, 1 asked how
the Coronavirus epidemic has uffected
his everyday life. *[1'm] tired of wateh-
ing the sume thing on TV, not able to
watch sports or do anvthing but sit
around and wait for this to end,” he
replied, Rudy has been out of work for
the last 20 years of his life and ex-
pressed that he has now had time to sit
and reflect on his life."™

Trudeau is aptimistic that the social
distancing, masks and other “signs of the
times"” will one day be a thing of the
past, Until then, he will continue to cap-
ture the images of COVID-19 through
the lens of his camera.

“I have taken about 50 or so photo-
graphs. | will continue to take photos.
The pandemie isn't over yel. As unfortu-
nate as it is at the moment with social
distancing and the masks, until this pan-
demic stops, being a healtheare worker
on the front lines and sceing these po-
tients not petting visitors or seeing their
families, people need to listen and abide
by the rules, There will be a time we can
hug one another and be social again,”
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